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Julie Townsend, DLP Executive Director

	 Let’s play six degrees of Kevin Bacon -- Downtown 
Lakeland style. 	
	 Okay, so you have to change Kevin Bacon to 
Marcobay, but the concept is the same. Pick a property 
in downtown and within a few associations...you find 
a connection to Marcobay, one of Lakeland’s flagship 
development firms.
	 It all started back in 1993 when Citrus & Chemical 
Bank contracted with Marcobay to redevelop the old Autotel 
building for the bank’s downtown branch. Shortly thereafter 
Marcobay contracted with Watkins Motor Lines to renovate 
the old Mass Bros. location for its office space. 
	 “That’s when we became really interested in 
Downtown Lakeland.   Kentucky Avenue was largely 
in disrepair, but with the 200 plus employees Watkins 
would bring, we saw downtown’s potential,” says Howard 
Bayless, President of Marcobay Construction, Inc.
	 “In 1993 we purchased the building where Molly 
McHugh’s Irish Pub sits today. We originally planned for a 
coffee shop in the front and our offices in the back. Instead 
we partnered with Gerry McHugh to renovate the space for 
Molly’s.”    continued pg. 7 - MARCOBAY
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A little mecca of cool!

Downtown Lakeland blends the rich traditions of an 

authentic 1920’s downtown with the artful energy 

of unique shops and restaurants, museums and 

sculpture and beautiful walking gardens and parks.

If you haven’t visited Downtown Lakeland recently, 

you owe it to your business to take a look!

ShopS & ServiceS

AAA Print Center

Batteries Plus

Bumper to Bumper

DeReus Groves

Edward Macy 

Flowers by Edith

George L. Gaines
Fine Jewelry

Goin’ Postal – 
Postal Services

Home Essentials

Lakeland Cash Feed

Liquid Hair Studios

Lloyd’s of Lakeland
Antiques

Mark Twain 
Smoke Shop

Nathan’s Mens Store

Nicolette’s Antiques 
& Collectibles

Parresol Jeweler

Patchwork Pig 
Quilt Shop

Peacock Antiques

Reflections of the Past

Satya Life Yoga

Scrapbook Street

Sharky’s Game Room 

Southern Art Glass

The General Store

The Glass Onion 

Thom Downs Antiques

Traditions Unlimited 

Tyler Floral Shoppe

Vintage, Inc.

What’s New 
Consignments

MAJor eveNTS

Recurring Events

First Fridays – Monthly

Farmers Curb Market – 
Saturdays/Weekly

Spring Time Events

Spring Obsession

MIDFLORIDA
Mayfaire-by-the-Lake

Garden Extravaganza

Summer Events

Red, White & the Blues

Pics on the Promenade

Oncology On Canvas

Strongman Competition

MIDFLORIDA’s Poker Run

Fall/Winter Events

Hispanic Festival

Central Florida
Wine Festival

Margarita Ball

Lakeland Derby

Holiday Walkabout

Holiday Fest

DiNiNg & NighTlife

Antiquarian

210 City Club

Harry’s Seafood Bar & Grill

Hurricane Alley Night Club

Lillian’s on the Park

Molly McHugh’s Irish Pub

Terrace Grill

Texas Cattle Company

The Gym Sports Bar 
& Restaurant

eATerieS

Black & Brew Coffee House 

Chop Shop

Crispers

Downtown Diner

Garden Bistro

Good Buddies BBQ

J J’s Café

Main Street Creamery

Mitchell’s Coffee House

My Cottage Garden Tea Room

Palace Pizza

Purple Onion Deli & Grill

Quizno’s

Silver Ring Cuban Café

SugaRush

Tropical Smoothie

Twistee Treat

Zohra’s Restaurant

gAllerieS & fiNe crAfTS

Brooke Pottery

FastFrame

Fitz Gallery

hiSToric ArchiTecTure

Florida Southern College

MuSeuMS, gArDeNS & 
TheATreS

Arts on the Park

Barnett Family Park

Explorations V Children’s 
Museum

Hollis Gardens

Imperial Symphony 
Orchestra

Kryger Park

Lakeland Center

Lakeland Community 
Theatre

Munn Park

Polk Museum of Art

Polk Theatre

hoTelS

Hyatt Place

Lake Wire Inn

Terrace Hotel

Shaw House 
Bed & Breakfast

liviNg

Lake Mirror Tower 
Apartments

Lofts on the Park
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